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Mr. Hervey's Anſwer, &&c, - 
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_ 1 


SIR, 


Am perſuaded, that you are a very good 
Man, but you have thought fit to be an 
Advocate for the moſt worthleſs Woman 
that ever was on Earth. Mrs. Hervey, as (to 
my eternal ſhame and ſorrow) ſhe is called, is 
a Diſhonour, not only to her Sex, but to her 
Kind. | 
If, when every common inſtance of Ingra- 
titude, is in ſuch univerſal abhorence with 
Mankind, what will you think, good Sir, of 
her's ? For I am certain ſhe owes me more, 
and from particular Circumſtances attending 
them, greater Obligations, than you could find 
Examples of in the whole World ; and yet 
the Wrongs and Violences I have ſuffered 
from her, out-number my Bounties. She 
has been near fixteen Years in my Houſe 
without eyer having been invited to it: A 
fundamental Article of our Alliance was, that 
ſhe was never to think of co-habiting with 
me. And though marrying myſelf to a Per- 
lon, whom I never deſigned to lye, or live 
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with, may have an odd Appearance; I think 
a Man leſs ſenſible than yourſelf, would not 
find my Riddle very difficult of ſolution. But, 
notwithſtanding my generous acquieſcence 
under this breach of Covenant, ſeven of theſe 
Years excepted, ſhe has conſtantly run 
out my Fortune; being herſelf at the ſame 
+ Time fo arrant a Beggar, that ſhe was going 
upon the Stage at Dublin, to get a Livelyhood. 
The maintaining of her Mother, who like- 
Wiſe, had not a fingle Guinea of her own, 
was ſoon impoſed upon me; to which I like- 
wiſe ſubmitted: And to ſay true, ſhe has 
pretty near as good a Title to be my Penſioner, 
as the Daughter. 

When I have occaſionally remonſtrated 
againſt her Extravagance, and theſe growing 
Abuſes of me, (though, at firſt, with the ut- 
moſt Temper and Delicacy) Reformation has 
been talked of, but never put in Practice. On 
the contrary, in about a Year or two after my 
laſt Complaint, the Houſe I had taken at 
Richmond (in Lord Eagecumb's Opinion, who 
ſucceeded me in it, the moſt agreeable in the 
Town) was called a Dog-hole; and my mo- 
deſt Spouſe importuned me for one of double 
the Rent of the other, though I had objected, 


when 


6 
when 1 faw it, to the Conditions, Tenantcy, 
and every other Circumſtance relative to it. 
Vou will be ſurpriſed, Sir, when I tell you, 
that the Prodigal, nevertheleſs, obtained it of 
me : yet what follows, will ſurpriſe you more. 
Upon hearing ſhe was ſick there, and hoping 
to cheer her Spirits by a Viſit, carrying with 
it, in Appearance, ſome little remains of regard 
for her (though I moſt cordially hated her) I 
ſpent about ten Days there; and though this 
was the firſt, and only Time, that I had 
ever obtruded my company upon her, in ei- 
ther of her Seats; ſomething having rifled 
her, when I entered her Chamber in order 
to wiſh her a good Night, ſhe flew in- 
to a Paſſion, Upon my aſking her the 
Cauſe of her diſquiet, ſhe replied, © How 
© can it ſignify what it is? I am very 
« ill, I had rather you was not here, I 
„ want to be alone.” I took my leave 
you may be ſure, not perfectly ſatisfied, but 
without much ſhew of my not being ſo; 


and though I went to bed, and paſt the Night 


in a delirium, I ſuppoſe, as violent as ever 
was felt in Bedlam, ſhe barely perceived my 
diſcompoſure when I took my leave. In a 
_ ſhort Time after ſhe returned to Town. And 
though the Loſs of my Son in America, had 
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made ſuch a grievous impreſſion on me, as I 
ſhall never ceaſe to feel; my Lady's aſſem- 
blies were not to be fotiions, though I neither 
then, nor Jong after, ſaw any Compiny what- 
ever; and I was driven out of my othet 
Houſe to the Hummus, for fixteen Days; 
where there is ſcarce a poſſibility of any bo- 
dy's ſleeping, though in perfect Health. Can 
you believe, Sir, that any Man would have 

been ſuch a Fool? Can you believe that any 
Woman would have been ſuch a Brute ? By 
a Species of Ingratitude peculiar to this Lady; 
of three Balls 1 allowed her to make, ſhe con- 
rived to make every one productive of ſome 

Offence. At the firſt, ſomething going amiſs, 
me ſpoke to me in ſo intemperate a manner, 
as would ill become her, had I been her 
Servant; and I don't doubt, but I have been 
looked upon ever ſince, as the tameſt, hen- 
peck'd Cudden in the whole Town. 

It is too ſhameful in me to own, that I 
have brought theſe Evils on myſelf with my 
Eyes open; but ſo it is. I had early Speci- 
mens of my Lady's Temper. She inſulted me 
in the publick Rooms at Bath, in a very ſhort 
Time after we had got acquainted, becauſe I 
did not repay that attention, which from a 
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prepoſſeſſion conceived in Treland, ſhe was in- 


clined to give me. I was not in a Condition, 


alas! to give attention to any Thing: 1 


never ſlept at all, at that Time. A Servant I 


did but lend her after her Lying- in, returned 


to me crying, a few Days after, and com- 
plaining grievouſly of the coarſeneſs of her 
Language, and the roughneſs of her Man- 
ners: And even after a ſecond Trial, required 


to be diſcharged. The licentiouſneſs of 


Speech ſhe charged my gentle Lady with, you 
will very eaſily credit after the following Re- 
lation. _ 

My horrid Infirmity very tarely admitted 
of my going to any public Diverſion what- 
ever ; but a natural Son of mine, with whom 
I had been walking in the Park, telling me 
that ſomething new was to be exhibited in 
the Theatre in the Haymarket, I was tempted, 
before I returned to my Bed, to go and ſee 
this Performance. A few Days after, my 
Lady having been at the Playhouſe, ſhe told 
me, upon looking into her Room, that ſhe 
had never wiſhed ſo much, as that Night, for 
my Appearance with her. I made Anſwer, 
very naturally, that ſhe could not but know, 
how much more Reaſon I had to wiſh ſs 


too; 
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too; and that the Preference given to my 
Bed, ſhe might eafily conceive was not a vo- 


luntary one. Why (faid ſhe) you can find 
“Time to go with Blackguards.” The Black- 
guard, as I have already told you, was my 
Son. Upon my Word, Sir, I think I could 
not have married a Woman that did but 
know the Term; much leſs one who was 
capable of uſing, and ſo applying it. I fay 
little upon theſe Occafions, but I ſuffer fo 


much the more for ſtifling my Reſentment. 


All Anger, as I have told the Monſter, af- 
fects me as violently as Poiſon would do, and 
more immediately. I have the Remains of a 
melancholy Diſtraction on me, which Dr. 


Burton s haſty and injudicious Opinion of my 
Caſe, fixed upon me near thirty Vears ago. 


I paſſed eleven Years, in conſequence of his 
fatal Error, without being able to lye in my 
Bed one fingle Night, from Night till Morn- 
ing. It is now attended with a conſtant Fever, 
for which, in the Courſe of ſeventeen or 
eighteen Years, I have heen blooded an hun- 


dred and ſix or ſeven Times: It is, at preſent, 


a kind of Inſania cum ratione; I wiſh it were 
with Oblivion rather. I have two Ob- 
ſtructions in my Brain, to which, in a ſhort 

Time 


N ; 
Time after I am awake (though I ſleep but 
little, and diſturb'dly) all the Blood in my 
Body ſeems tending, and preſſing upon the 
Veſſels where the Paſſage is impeded, and puts 
me to ſuch Pain, as you would ſcarce think 
could be ſo long ſupported. When they at- 
- tack me before I go to bed, I am obliged to 
lye upon my Hearth before the Fire; which 
1 have often done, for three or . Nights 
ſucceſſively, till five or fix o Clock in the 
Morning. When the Fever falls more upon 
my Nerves, as taking Cold never fails to 
make it do, the Diſtemperature is attended 
with more horrid, and very dangerous Symp- 
toms. What I am now doing is extremely 
injurious to me, and I am ſeldom able to do 
it till after midnight; which is the Caſe at 
preſent: But your Application to me in be- 
half of Mrs. Hervey, inflamed me to ſuch a 
Degree, that if Death had attended the horrid 
Penance you have urged me to, I ſhould 
have ſubmitted. 

Having mentioned her Prodigality to you 
In general Terms, I will give you a Specimen 
of her Manner of making up an Account 
with me upon a particular Occafion. She - 
went to Briffol many Years ago for her 

Health ; 
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Health; and having received an hundred 
Pounds of me for that Purpoſe, I was ex- 


tremely ſurpriſed, as ſhe was alone there, to 
find at my Banker's a Draught for fifty more ; 
knowing that the firſt Sum was more than 


adequate to the ordinary Expences of the 
Place. Accordingly, my modeſt Spouſe, as 


ſhe is ftill called, reckoned with me only for 
an hundred and ten; making no Kind of Ex- 


cuſe for her Extravagance, but that ſhe was 


fo little uſed to Money, ſhe did not know how 
to manage it, I was urged, you may be 
fure, to a little Expoſtulation on ſo enormous 
an Indecency, and aſſured her, if ſhe treſ- 


paſſed upon me ſo again, I ſhould be obliged 
to get rid of her entirely. Twenty or thirty 


Pounds of what ſhe accounted for, might 
have been ſaved by a good Oeconomiſt. Ne- 
vertheleſs, ſhe went again ſome few Years 
after ; and though ſhe had received of me an 
hundred and fourteen Pounds, her Bills did 
not amount altogether to fourſcore. Upon 
my Word, Sir, I grow aſhamed of relating 
to you my abject Reſignation to ſuch baſe 
Treatment. To tell you true, I had turned 
her off a dozen Years ago; but, fatally, my 
poor weak Heart relented, and I took the 

Vagrant 


E 
Vagrant into my Houſe again: But, believe 
me, I had done myſelf leſs Injury, if I had 
ſet fire to it, though it had been the beſt in 
. London. I have no material Charge to bring 
againſt her in point of Conduct. She has, 
notwithſtanding behaved herſelf in ſuch a 
Manner, as to diſguſt and irritate me ; for 
though I am not ſo great, I may be as deli- 
cate as Cæſar; and feel an Impatience at the 
Apprehenſion even of my Wife's being ſuſ- 
pected. I am of Lady Mary Werthy's Opi-' 
nion, who ſaid, He comes too near, who 
te comes to be denied.” But this is a Trifle. 
I grow ſadly tired, Sir, of this tedious 
Work, even to the feeling of my Indignation 
recur againſt you, for impoſing on me the 
horrid Taſk. And yet your prefligate Client 
has made it abſolutely neceſſary for me to 
proceed. I wiſh you had known her better; 
the could not then have deceived you: For, 
upon. my Honour and Conſcience, I believe 
ſhe is the moſt audacious and hardened Liar 
that ever appeared on Earth. She will lie 


ſometimes, when ſhe ſeems to have no other 


Motive to it, than that of giving Offence. In 
order to obtain of you a little Credit for the 
general Charge, I will tell you a ſelf- evident 

C Falſe- 
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Falſehood, that came about to me by the 
Means of her Mother. I had a * of 
Lamentation ſome Time ago, upon the Sub- 
ject of our unhappy difference. In this Epiſtle 
ſhe tells me, that, one of the Cauſes of my 
& diſſatisfaction, ſhe had conceived to be Mrs. 
% Hervey's having made a little too free with 
% my Purſe;” which might be doubly ob- 
jected to, on Account of her having had no 
Fortune. But her Daughter had removed 
the Jealouſy, by aſſuring her, that her Uncle 
had offered me three thouſand Pounds, as a 
Portion, and I had refuſed it. I was at this 
Time ſomewhat worſe than nothing, as it is 
commonly called, in Point of Circumſtances. 
What I found in Money, or converted into it, 

upon the Death of Lady Hanmer, amounted, 

when her Debts were paid, to about fourteen 
hundred Pounds. But as I have been amaz- - 


ingly unfortunate in all Things, Sir Thomas 


Berney dying ſoon after, I became ſubject to 
a demand of five and twenty hundred Pounds 
payable to his Widow and her ſons, whereof 


1 was obliged to borrow one thouſand. You 


ſee, Sir, a kind of improbability in this Story, 
that borders upon impoſſibility. Her mother 
had very EY ſurmiſed what ſhe did, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe I had deſired her to give Mrs. Hervey an 
Hint of this Sort, telling her, I remember, 
that ſhe had received her Quarterly Allow- 
ance eleven Times in two Years. But my 
pecuniary Bounties are nothing, in compa- 
riſon of the other Marks ſhe has had of my 
Friendſhip and Benignity towards her : For 
they have been attended with perpetual Con- 
ſtraint, bodily Pain, and once; in Conſequence 
of a Cold ſhe gave me coming from Richmond, 
with a new diſeaſe of a moſt horrid Nature, 
into which J relapſed three Quarters of a Year 
ago. I put myſelf to an hundred and fifty 
Pounds Expence, to take a Ramble with her 
into the North; and I proteſt to you, I don't 
believe, in the three Months I was from 
home, that I was aſleep twenty Times. 
When ſhe had her Milliary Fever, I was al- 
moſt as much in her Chamber, as her Ser- 
vant; in ſpite of the Diſſuaſions of her Phy- 
ſician, who aſſured me that he would not be 
there himſelf, but upon Motive of Duty. But 
theſe, and many more Efforts of my Friend- 
ſhip and Liberality are all forgot : And fince 
they are forgotten, where they ought to 
have been remembered; I am ſorry they 
are remembered, where there was a Diſpo- 
ſition generous enough to have forgot them. 


C2 | I have 


„„ 
I have even diſſembled with her, (the Thing 


in the World moſt repugnant to my Nature) 


in order to make her believe, that I was re- 
conciled to the pernicious Folly ſhe had 
drawn me into: But I vow to you, after I 


had ſuffered the bold intruder to eſtabliſh her- 
ſelf here, that my acquaintance with her muſt 


neceſſarily have been the greateſt Affliction of 


my Life, though ſhe had been as perfect as 
the Deity. 

I am in ſuch Pain, that I have determined, 
as I thought, each Sentence; ſhould be the 
laſt: But I am come now to a final Reſo- 


| Jution, not to give you or myſelf any further 


Trouble upon this Subject ; excepting what 
1s neceſſary to explain to you, one of this 
Lady's recent Treſpaſſes, which, it appears 
by your Letter, ſhe had confeſſed to you, 
In this laſt forcible Entry ſhe made into my 
Chamber, ſhe not only derided me and my 
Sufferings, (which, not long before, ſhe had 
pretended to lament moſt pathetically in one 


of her penitential Letters) but traduced my 


whole Family. Upon which I ſpit in her 
Face, and adviſed her to leave the Room 
immediately, leſt worſe Things happened to 
her; upon which ſhe had Prudence enough 
tO 


C9 3 
to withdraw. Another Time, ſeeing her 


Chair ready for her in the Hall, I looked in- 
to her Chamber one Evening, before I re- 


turned to my Bed; and though I found her 


ſurveying her ſweet Perſon, very ſumptuouſly 
arrayed for public Exhibition (the placid 


Seaſon, as I thought, for a vain Woman 1n 


the Purſuit of her Pleaſures) ſhe attacked me 
very abruptly with a Complaint ſhe had ſuf- 


fered from my Houſe-keeper ; and told me, 
e If I did not promiſe to turn her away, or 
rebuke her for it very ſeverely, ſhe would go 
down Stairs directly, and do ſome violent 
Miſchief to her;” for which the Law, as I 
knew, would make me reſponſable. I could 
not avoid anſwering, that if her Father gave 


her that for Law, it was no wonder that he 


died a Beggar ; adding, that if ſhe had ap- 
plied for Redreſs in a properer Manner, ſhe 
would certainly have had it; but aſſured her, 
that nothing could make me conſent to put 
away a very faithful old Servant, for whom 
I had myſelf a perſonal Regard, abſtractedly 
from the Partiality I felt towards her, 
as a Favourite of Lady Hanmer. But you 
will be pleaſed to obſerve, Sir, that the 


Strictneſs of this Lady's Morals ſhewed itſelf 


doubly 
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doubly in this Sally of her Temper ; becauſe 
ſhe was avowedly about to do ſome illicit and 
brutal Outrage; and promiſed herſelf, at the 

ſame time, an additional Gratification of her 
Spite, from the Thoughts that. I was to pay 
the Penalty of it. Could you have believed 
that ſuch a Monſter exiſted ? Yet the Vio- 
lence from which I ſuffered the worſt Ef- 
fects, is ſtill to come. Having aſked Leave 
to ſpeak to me for five Minutes only, I ſoon 
diſcovered that the ſetting up my Coach again, 
was the Motive to this Viſit. But finding 
me inflexible upon that Subject, my Lady 
grew Choleric, notwithſtanding the Pain ſhe 
perceived me in; diſclaimed any Obligation 
to me, excepting that of giving her my 
Name; and even in that Bounty there was 
not much ; becauſe if I had not voluntarily 
beſtowed it, her Uncle would have forced 
me to marry her. This Inuendo, I muſt 
own, ſtung me to the Quick; as it carried 
with it an Implication of Cowardice : a Sur- 
miſe I had very little Reaſon to expect from 
her; becauſe ſhe knew I had been unfortu- 
nate enough to have had two Duels in my 
Youth ; and had not the Vigilance of Colonel 
— prevented it, I had an Aſſignation for 


a Third 


Ca) 
a Third, in which I ſhould have had no 
Chance to eſcape. I was ſo piqued at this 
affront, that I made a little Repriſal upon her 
for it, by defiring my Niece to tell her, that 
I thought my Courage could never have been 
called in Queſtion, after keeping a Tygreſs in 
my Houſe fo long without a Cage. Exqui- 
fite Monſter ! To ſet at nought the match- 
leſs Bounties and Benefits ſhe owes me, know- 
ing that I am waſting my life in perpetual 
Conſtraint and Pain, and all in Conſequence 
of my fatal knowledge of her! I ſhall pay, 
beſides, in one way or another, near twenty 
thouſand Pounds for the Name of an Huſband, 
and the Form of a Wife, when the Gain of 
an hundred thouſands would have been no 
compenſation for the Realities. I owe her one 
Obligation, I confeſs, which was an intima- 
tion that I had given her a claim to theſe 
Things, by debauching her. This unparallel'd 
Piece of Impudence determined me to clear 
this Matter up to you : for which Purpoſe, 
I will ſhew you the firſt Letters I was weak 
enough to write to her. You will ſee, Sir, 
by this, what an irreſiſtilbe Suitor I was, for 
what I neither liked nor wanted : And how 
baſely ſhe was decoyed, from a State of Beg- 


gary, 
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gary, to the ſpending, to her own Share, of 
half, at the very loweſt Eſtimate, of two 
thouſand Pounds a Year. 75 
Could you want any other Proofs than 
theſe Letters, of the Propriety of my Beha- 
viour, and the Unbecomingneſs of hers ; 1 
might tell you, that Mr. Fielding (the celc- 
brated Author) who was then at Bath, re- 
proached me in ſuch a Manner for my Cold- 
neſs, as to ſay aloud to me in the Rooms, 
«© Why don't you take that bold Girl into 
«ſome bye Place, and give her what ſhe 
& wants?” Adding, That J could not but 

„ ſee the Diſpoſition there was to grant me 

« any Thing.” To which I anſwered, with 
as great Truth and ſingleneſs of Heart, as 
ever Man uttered the moſt ſolemn Vow 
that, if I did ſee it, I would not avail myſelf 
of the Inclination : It was the Kind of Guilt 
J had ever held in the greateſt Abhorrence. 
He replied, «© It we had lived an hundred 
:* Years ago, he might poſſibly have thought 
ec with me; but ſuch Sentiments were not 
« adapted to the modern World. You can't 
'« tell, ſaid he, but others have been there 
'« before you: And ſince you declare off, 
„ Tl try. A quarter of an Hour's privacy, I 
' | « think, 


. 
« think will do the Buſineſs.” When youcome 
duly to conſider theſe Things, I am of Opi- 
nion that you will heartily repent of your In- 
terceſſion. Upon which perſumption, I have 
already * you, and am again your 
Friend, 


and humble Servant, 


P. 8. I long to give you an Account of 


the laſt Riot 8 in my Houſe, by my | 
Termagant, and her reprobate Son, but am | = 


afraid that the Story ſhould get abroad: And, i 
upon my Conſcience, it would be matter of 
Scandal to all Womankind, . 

| Pray do not deſtroy this Letter. 
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A Copy of a LETTER to Miſs Coghlan. 


Dear Madam, 
12 ſo ſenſibly affected with the Letter 
you gave me laſt Night, that I moſt ſin- | 
cerely and ardently wiſhed I had never made $ 


Acquaintance with the Author of it, But re- 
D member, =_ 


———— —5ðv—b — 


( 18 ) 


member. my poor, dear, diſconſolate Fellow 


in Affliction, from the inauſpicious Date of 


that Acquaintance, I have laboured to make 


acceptable to you a Behaviour, which I knew 


I could not make entirely Satisfaftory ; and 


trimmed between a brutal diſregard of your 
Partiality and Profeſſions to me, and ſuch an 
Encouragement to your Love, as might have 
brought a moſt laſting Reproach on me, and 
the utmoſt Wretchedneſs on you. When- 
ever I recover my Health or Senſes enough 
to feel an Affection ſtirring 1 in me again, you 


ſhall be Miſtreſs of it. If ever my Mind 


ſhould know any Suſpenſion of its own 


Griefs again, it ſhall be a Repoſitory for 
yours: And be aſſured in the mean Time, 


that you can know neither Joy nor Grief, in 
which I ſhall not in ſome Degree participate. 
I think I know you; and am certain I Value 


you: and, as long as I think you Valuable, 
ſhall be proud of your Friendſhip, and happy 


as often as you will give me an Opportunity 
of teſtifying mine for you. 
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A Copy of a Second LerTer to 
. | MiG — 


| Dear Basel 6 

T gh a very bad Morning, enn 
by a much worſe Night, prevented my 
ſeeing you to-day; I flatter myſelf that you 
will not be diſpleaſed with this trifling Token, 
that I have been thinking of you at leaſt. 
But:what ſhall I fay to you ? Tell me, poor, 
dear Creature! if there is a Poſſibility 
for me to behave myſelf toward you, as to 
gain eur Approbation, without forfeiting 
my own. Give me but my Clue, and I will 
obſerve it moſt attentively ; though you carry 
me through as many Mazes and Vagaries, as 
the capricious Fancies of lighter Women ever 
led Youth and Folly, for I cannot bear your 
| Reproaches; nor ſhould in any Inſtance have 
left myſelf liable to them, by to avoid my 
own; which would be ſtill leſs ſupportable. 
To have been innocently acceſſary to the Pain 
or Affliction of another, would be Puniſh- 
ment 'enough for me : But to think that you 
are ſuffering, or may hereafter ſuffer, for any 
1 might; have prevented or removed, would 
D 2 be 


ts) 


be ſuch an Aggravation « of the Hell within 
me, as I ſcarce conceived it capable of. The 
Coldneſs with which J heard the firſt Intima- 
tions of your hapleſs liking, I faw ex- 
poſed me to your Scorn ; which indeed you 
did not ſcruple to expreſs, nor could I blame: 
but the Dilemma I was under upon this Diſ- 
covery was ſuch, that I choſe to meet your 
Contempt, rather than your Condemnation : : 
As to all honeſt Minds, it muſt be thought 


the eligible Part of ſo difagreeable an Alterna- 


tive. The utter Impofibility of my being in 
love, and the Fruitleſſneſs of ſuch a Paſſion 
for you. had the Infirmities of my Mind and 
Body left me ſuſceptible of it; would have 
made it highly blameable in me to have given 


that Encouragement to yours, which you 


would have received from a Man of more 
Vanity and leſs Tenderneſs. I therefore ap- 
peated unnatural; but to avoid being ungene- 


rous and tnjuft; However, the Effect of this 


Conduct was not anſwerable to my Expecta- 
tions : I found you at my Return to Town ſo 
changed, that I ſcarce knew you; and this 
by an infernal Fever, of which you inbuman- 
ly told nie my Indifference had been the 

Cale; Had my Temper or Condition been 
Ne bettet 
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better known to you at that Time, 1 am pefa 

ſuaded that the Rightneſs of your Heart would 
have inclined you to ſpate nine the Pang of 
ſuch a: Reflection; and this charitable Senſe 

of your Diſpoſition prevailed on me to remain 

in Charity with you. The Inefficacy of 
my paſt Treatment of you determined me for 
the future to apply ſome little palliative Re- 
medies to the Diſeaſe 1 could not cure; till 
by frequent Attendance on you, like a tho- 
rough- paced Phyſician, I became Knave 
enough not to wiſh my Patient to tecover too 
faſl.; and fooliſhly indulged myſelf ih ſuch a 
Commerce with you; as will make me very 
ſenſibly regret our Separation when I am to 
loſe you, without being able to detive one 
Pleaſure or Advantage from it to you, whilſt 
1 had the Happineſs to be with you. Don't 
you think that this muſt be extremely un- 
pleaſant to me? You have been for ever up- 
braiding be. for that which ought to have re- 
commended me to you; and have, in re- 
ality, only abuſed me, becauſe 1 would not 
abuſe you. 

I have put myſelf to great Pain to woubls 


you with this little Remonſtrance and Vindi- 
cation of mals but let it not pain you. Be 
. aſſured 
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aſſured, that IJ have a thorough Senſe of your 
Merit, and a very grateful onè of your Par- 
tiality for me. But all the Merit, and all the 
Beauty in the World, are nothing to a Man 


n my Condition: For where the Power of 
Attention is loſt, all Objects are alike; and 
this is ſo true, that in my preſent wretched 
State, I could behold the beatific Viſion, with 
the! fame Inſeuſibility as I could be a Specta- 
tor at Ranelagh. I have at this Moment a 
Weight upon my Mind, that is more bur- 
thenſome to it, than an Atlas would be to my 
Shoulders: And but that the great Buſineſs 
and Purpoſe of my Life is yet unaccompliſn- 
ed, upon my Word, my poor, pretty Thing, 
E could quit it with greater Glee, than the 
moſt Senſual and Voluptuous among the 
"I" cauld reſume his Being, and return to 

In this Confeſſion, you have the utmoſt 
Mark. of my Confidence; which is always 
accompanied with ſome Degree of Love and 


Eſteem. In it, perhaps, you may find a fur- 
ther Solution of all you may have thought 


exceptionable in my Behaviour to you. Read 
it therefore, as I have done you, with all ſuit- 
able n nee! dies * U 
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LORD SHELBURNE. 


Mx Lonp, 


HO UGH- you have treſpaſſed - upon 
me grievouſſy, by interfering in a matter 
of domeſtic ſtrife in my family; yet I am 
perſwaded, from the character you bear, that 
your Lordſhip will not only confeſs, but re- 
nounce your error, when J ſhall have con- 
vinced you of it. In order thereto, I am 
about to ſend you one of the printed copies of 
my letter to Mr. Johnſon; which contains a 
flagitious anecdote, wherein I think you will 
ſee goodneſs of heart, and depravity of heart, 
carried by the Parties reſpectively concerned 
in it, to the higheſt pitch. I am realy, at 
times, a little ſuperſtitious about the vile, 
deteſtable ſubject of it; for J took at leaſt as 
much pains to avoid her, as any other man 
es om have done to get her. The ſecond or 


third 


| 6 4 

| bird time her ſiſter left us alone together, 
(which the induſtriouſly did very often) all 
the groſſeſt kind of gratifications were admitted 
into our amorons dalliance; which I ſcarce | 
ſought, and, indeed, cou'd ſcarce bear. 
Your Lordſhip cannot but perceive by this 


_ . Indelicate commerce, that the /paflion pre- 


tended very early diſappear d: for true love, 
if it cou d haye liked ſuch obſcene familia- 
rities, wou d neyer have riſk'd the indulgence 
of them, leſt it ſhou'd extinguiſh all ſuitable 
ſentiments in its object. But I will tell your 
Lordſhip a monitiin g aggravation of the 
generous folly I committed, merely to reſcue 
this ungrateful heggar from want and igno- 
miny: which is, that ſhe had as many ſigns 
of a man, as a maid about her. When I gave 
her an hint of this, ſhe confeſs d, tho not 
without ſome ene et, that © to be 
ſure ſhe was ſtrangely got with child: but 
ſuppoſed that ſhe was particularly form'd in 
_ thoſe parts. Your Lordſhip may the more 
' ealilygwe credit to this ſurmiſe, becauſe if the 
unexpected pregnancy had not intervened, 
and Mrs. Hervey 2 remain d Miſs Coghlan, 
your Lordſhip's good opinion of her had been 


juſt the ſame it now is, tho' nobody at a 
bawdy- 


E 

bawdy-houſe bad given a gentleman a more 
free reception. She ſurpriſed me inexpreſlibly 
one day, upon calling on her after my walk, 

by telling me that ſhe had purpoſely got her 
fiſter to go and. dine. with Mrs. Jennings, 
about five miles from Bath, and expected me 
to go to bed with her; which, tho it was to 
little purpoſe, I conſented to. If what 1 am 


telling you be not as true, as any thing you 
cou'd hear from Heayen, 1 pray that Heaven 


to curſe me infinitely. 1 want to ſay more, 
but am incapable. She has brought me into 
ſo deplorable a ſtate of mind, and body, that 
my ſervants often weep at my ſufferings. 
. Tho' I have been bedrid every day, and 
almoſt all the day, for fifteen or fixteen years, 
Jam not able to keep myſelf in bed in the 


night; ſo agitated have I been theſe two years 
paſt, with the reſentment of my own folly, 


and her matchleſs ingratitude. Notwithſtand- 
ing her being advertiſed | for fix previous 
treſpaſſes, ſhe eloped again laſt ſummer, and 
went to Briſtol, in open defiance of my abſo- 
lute prohibition. Having pleaded the Advice 
of Dr. Wilmot for this rebellious ſtep, he 
diſclaim d it utterly. The truth is, that Col. 


D was there: and tho' I queſtion 
whether he wou 'd lye with her, the Attach- 


E ment 
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ment has been unqueſtionably noticed; be- 
cauſe one of her anonymous advocates ſays in 
his letter, that he knows very well who I 
am jealous of; and if he had cuckolded me, 
be wou'd be d----n'd if all the world did not 
jullify ber. What think you, my good Lord, 
of this treatment for having done a moſt 
generous action? Tho her allowance, which 
is two hundred guineas a year, an eight part 
of my revenue, has been punctually paid, 
ſhe herſelf pays nobody. I have had bills 
brought me in on her account of near three 
years ſtanding; that is to ſay, ſome of the 
articles are of that date. I am in very great 
pain, and therefore will give your Lordſhip no 
turther trouble, than to tell you of ſome of 
the meanneſſes of this paragon in infamy; 
and conjure you to tell the whole to your 
virtuous relations, for whom I have the 
greateſt honor. Her chair being miſſing at 
the time ſhe went out of town, I have reaſon 
to think the borrow'd a little money upon it; 
and I am juſtified in ſuch ſuſpicions, becauſe 
ſhe pawn'd ſome time ago, a diamond ring 
given. me by the Biſhop of Derry ; for the 
redemption of which, I was obliged to pay 
ſixty-five guineas ; about half the value of it. 
5 When 
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When ſhe went to Richmond, ſhe borrow'd 
ten of her ſervant, which I was obliged to 
pay too, tho' ſhe left me two bills to pay there 
beſide. Once more, my Lord, let me con- 


jure you to do me right upon this head, and 
confirm in me the diſpoſition I feel, to be 2 


Vour humble Servant, 
M 45 h 6. 6. 
ach the go. 1764 Ho. HERVEY. 


Mr. Henvey Was fworn to the contents of this 
| Letter, ; 
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A Letter from Mr, r to Cal. 
Burgoyne. 

DAR 81x. 
AVING been * BOvY not his: 
ago, that my reputed wife had been 
admitted to viſit yours; an honor, I pre- 
ſume, that ſhe never cou d have obtain d, but 
by virtue of that falſe paſſport ſhe carries 
about with her, by ſtill aſſuming my name; 
1 think myſelf bound to undeceive ye both, 
by an aſſurance that, at the requiſition of 
Lord Briſtol, and other of my relations therein 
concern d, I have publicly declared, upon 

oath, before his Maj lajcſty's Judges, that 1 


ks neither 
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neither am marry'd, nor in any other manner 
"engaged to her whatever. I have certify d 


the ſame to ſeveral great ladies; and if, after 


I have been at ſo much teduble to do them 
juſtice, I ſhou'd not find them diſpoſed to 
requite it, by renouncing the company of ſo 
flagitious an impoſter, I ſhall know what to 
think; and I am not apt to think ſilently. A 

diſregard, and indiſtinction of character, 2 
been the principal cauſe why characters are 
now become ſcarcely diſtinguiſhable : but this 


cou'd not have been the — at firſt, —Perdi- 
tion on the harlot's head] can write no more. 


For) I will ſend you one of the printed copies 
f my letter to Mr. Johnſon, where you will 


ſee her atrocious hiſtory more amply {et forth. 


That you may give full ſcope to your deriſion 
and contempt of me, for the ' folly 1 have 
— Iwill make known to you a very 
curious circumſtance attending it; which is, 
that I never lay with the beggarly wretch but 

once, ſince I "firſt! ſuffer d her to defile my 


houſe; and chen ſhe call'd me into her room 


ab L was going up to bed. There have been, 


| Indeed, pretty ſtrong indications of this abſti- 


nene becauſe the ſavage had a big belly long 


before ſhe was _— to ” pers . and 
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